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Summer Success is a United Way 
initiative that takes an upstream 
approach in helping vulnerable children
move towards grade level reading by 
tackling their summer learning loss.

RESULTS

Did you know that over the summer, most children 
digress in their reading levels? For many children, 
summer learning loss, also called summer slide, is 
the main reason they fall behind and are not able to 
reach their expected reading levels on time. This 
creates even more challenges for children already 
behind in their reading. 

Research tells us that children who do not reach their 
grade level reading by grade three are four times 
more likely to drop out of high school.

ISSUE

The outcomes of Summer Success are measured by 
comparing the students’ reading levels in June when 
school ends, in August during the Summer Success 
Program, and again in September when school begins. 
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HELPING KIDS
BE ALL THAT
THEY CAN BE.

ACTION

United Way of Saskatoon and Area knows 
that grade level reading is a key success 
factor in a child’s journey into adulthood.

In July and August of 2019, along with 
Greater Saskatoon Catholic Schools, United 
Way hosted 6 Summer Success literacy 
camps with 96 students and 13 teachers.

Summer Success camps deliver a two-week 
program focused on targeted literacy 
strategies to help students in grades 
1 to 4 maintain or improve their grade 
level reading during the summer months. 

The program aims to prevents students 
from falling further behind during summer 
holidays; this digression is also known as 
‘summer slide.’ 

2019 marks the fourth year of United Way’s 
Summer Success camps with 256 students 
completing the program to date.
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THANK YOU

The average total
attendance was 75.6%.

185 CHEP Good Food Box 
vouchers were distributed.

80 backpacks full of 
quality school supplies 
were distributed to students 
in an effort to support their 
continued education at home.

Over 2,200 nutritious snacks 
and lunches were provided over 
the course of the program by 
SDLC’s Summer Snack program.

Of the students who completed 
the program, 89% maintained or 
increased their pre-program 
reading levels.

769 take home 
books were distributed 
to camp participants.

34 volunteers gave 93 
hours of their time to Summer 
Success camps helping with 
one-on-one reading sessions 
and the Graduation Celebration.

100% of volunteers would 
recommend attending a 
Summer Success one-on-one 
reading session to others.
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